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Presentation Notes
Introduction
My name
Where I’m from
Where we lived
Tourism business
What I’m doing in this picture “Spearing my first fish on my Dad’s shoulders”




What tourism 
means to me 
as a young 
Aboriginal man

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To me tourism is the passing of knowledge 
I love in tourism how something as familiar as a little bird in our backyard can be so fascinating to other people
Bowerbird:
Unlike most birds this nest built on the ground
They take things to decorate their nest
Feeling of Pride from the look int heir eyes of fascination after being so young knowing so much about little things
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Good thing about our property was the fresh food

Mum and dad would send me down to the river to catch a fish
Catching the perfect size to feed our guests



The people skills 
I've acquired 
and use today 
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Ever since I was little I interacted with people a lot older than me
So I learnt from a young age not to be intimidated by older people
As they can learn as much from you as you can from them.
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The other thing that can be intimidating for a lot of people is language barriers

But living as remotely as I did you take every opportunity you get to bond with new people, especially with other kids

Me and my little sister would organise would have a whole day of fun with kids from all over the world and not let language come between us

We could play all day without even speaking a single word

These kids were from Switzerland – we had such a good connection that for years after they would send us gifts for Christmas



How I got the 
opportunity to 
really learn and 
understand my 
culture  
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One thing I’m really grateful for in tourism is the knowledge I learnt from my dad about my culture 

It wasn’t that he was telling me first hand but seeing him share our culture with our guests every day meant that the knowledge was deeply embed into my thoughts

In this picture my dad is doing a smoking ceremony to welcome our guests

Our smoking ceremony uses a special wood called Koongkarra, the wood has a really sweet smell and the smoke doesn’t hurt your eyes
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Here I’m showing the guests our ochre.  

I just picked it up from under the table



The life lesson 
I learnt 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The most important thing that I’ve learnt so far in my life is to follow my Liyan

Liyan is your gut instinct

Liyan is the good or bad feeling you get in everything that happens


When I was 9 years old


It wasn’t until sometime later that I realised that the feeling was Lyian

I learnt to understand the feeling and respect it

It comes before your parents, teachers, even your boss,

It is your most trustful sense
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This is one of the first smoking ceremonies that I ever did by myself

This is a perfect example of the culture that has been passed down





Learning from 
teaching
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I think that the best way maintain cultural knowledge is to teach it to someone else

When you show someone else how to do something not only are you teaching them but you’re teaching your mind to remember it

Like I was saying earlier that feeling of pride makes you want to learn more





Thank you
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Thank you 

I want to thank WAITOC for giving me the opportunity to be here and talk about my life as a young tour operator
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