
a Journey Towards World Heritage 
Listing





• 1951 – Lake Condah Mission land was 
revoked from the community and given to 
white returned soldiers

• 1954 – Lake Condah drained for 
agriculture

• 1957 – Lake Condah Mission Church 
knocked down by local government



• 1981 – Onus V Alcoa
• 1984 – Kerrup Jmara Elders Aboriginal 

Corporation (Land management and 
tourism)

• 1988 – Handback of Lake Condah 
Aboriginal Mission and Allambie property

• 1993 – Lake Condah Management Plan by 
Kerrup Jmara Elders Aboriginal 
Corporation

• 1994 – Muldoons property returned
• 1995 – Vaughans property returned



• 1999 – Lake Condah Mission and other Aboriginal 
properties transferred to Winda Mara Aboriginal 
Corporation. Budj Bim Tours started by Winda Mara 
Co-op.

• 1999 – Tyrendarra property returned

• 2002 – Lake Condah Sustainable Development 
Project

• 2003 – Tyrendarra Indigenous Protected Area 
declared

• 2004 – National Heritage listing (Budj Bim National 
Park and other Aboriginal ownerd properties)

• 2006 – Kurtonitj property returned

• 2007 – Gunditjmara Native Title Determination, Co-
operative management of Budj Bim National Park via 
Budj Bim Council

• 2008 – Lake Condah and Peters properties returned



• 2010 – Reflooding of Lake Condah (partnered with 
Catchment Management Authority, Dept 
Environment Land Water Planning)(drained in 1954)

• 2010 – Lake Gorrie returned

• 2013 – Bryants property returned

• 2015 – Budj Bim IPA Plan

• 2015 – Ngootyoong Mirring Ngootyoong Maar Plan 
(partnered with Parks Victoria)

• 2016 – Victorian State Government announced $8 
million to start works on the Budj Bim Masterplan

• 2019 – World Heritage listing of Budj Bim Cultural 
Landscape

• 2019 - A further $5 million in 2019 for major works at 
the site to ready it for an expected visitor influx.

• 2022 - Budj Bim Cultural Landscape Management 
Plan 2022-2027









Condah Swamp looking north



Budj Bim (NP)



Lake Condah (IPA)



Allambie (IPA)



Gorrie (IPA)



Kurtonitj (IPA)



Tyrendarra (IPA)



Tyrendarra (IPA)





UNESCO Outstanding 
Universal Values
• Criterion (iii): The Budj Bim Cultural 

Landscape bears an exceptional testimony to 
the cultural traditions, knowledge, practices 
and ingenuity of the Gunditjmara.

• Criterion (v): The continuing cultural 
landscape of the Budj Bim Cultural Landscape 
is an outstanding representative example of 
human interaction with the environment and 
testimony to the lives of the Gunditjmara. 



Lake Condah (IPA)















Moving 
Forward

• 2016 – Victorian State Government 
announced $8 million to start works 
on the Budj Bim Masterplan

• 2019 – World Heritage listing of 
Budj Bim Cultural Landscape

• 2019 - A further $5 million in 2019 
for major works at the site to ready 
it for an expected visitor influx.

• 2022 - Budj Bim Cultural Landscape 
Management Plan 2022-2027



2020 – Gunditj Mirring Office and Keeping Place built at 
Lake Condah Mission



2022 – New Aquaculture Centre built at Lake Condah IPA



Budj Bim Cultural Landscape 
Management Plan 2022-2027









Plan Drivers 
for 2030

• Keeping Gunditjmara people 
working on Country

• Protecting Gunditjmara culture

• Contributing to the wealth and 
wellbeing of Gunditjmara people, as 
individuals, families, and community

• Doing so sustainably and consistent 
with the Budj Bim Cultural 
Landscape values
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